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Introduction 


Bishnupur is located in West Bengal. The name of Bishnupur is derived from the God, Vishnu. The Malla ruler 
rules this place hence it is also known as Mallabhum. It has unique architecture and is known for intricate terra- 
cotta temples. 


It is said that King Bir Hambir started building these monuments in the early period of 17th century. He was a 
ruthless king who turned into a benevolent worshipper of Lord Vishnu after taking Vaishnava Diksha from Shri 
Chaitanya. He built the Ras Mancha in 1600 CE and later during the reign of king Raghunatha Bishnupur came of 
age as the centre of artistic excellence. Bir Singh built a fort to protect this town. 


Here are bandhs or lakes built by the Malla rulers and we encounter a beautiful stone chariot that welcomes 

us into the town. The chariot is 3 storeyed. The upper two signify the Ekaratna temple style and the lower level 
resembles the colonnade at Rasmancha. The laterite is neither smooth nor bright like the marble but it has a 
unique colour and texture. The way Bishnupur architects have visualized different forms in this material is stun- 
ning. There are about 30 temples made in different styles here. Rasmancha is unique and cannot be classified 
into one structural pattern. 
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Madan Mohan Temple 


These temples were built by the kings of the Malla dynasty in the 16th and 17th centuries. Madan Mohan temple 
was built by King Durjan Singha Deva in 1694 CE. Malla dynasty was Vaishnav, perhaps that explains the name 
Bishnupur. This region is also called Mallabhum. Bishnupur is in Bankura district and well connected with Kolkata 
by trains, buses and private vehicles too. The direct route is about 142km in terms of distance and takes about 
four hours. One can also take the Durgapur expressway which is a longer route but takes about three and half 
hours. More comfortable to drive and more expensive since it is a toll road. The first thing one notices about the 
Madanmohan temple is the Dochala styled gateway with a curved roof and the temple pinnacle standing tall in 
the backdrop. There is Chandi-mandap and another brick structure with the prototype curved roofs. Red terra- 
cotta bricks give a very attractive colour as well as a unique texture to the whole structure and give it a unique 
form identity. Madanmohan is a form of Bhagwan Vishnu and Vaishnava priests regularly perform puja here. This 
temple is in the ‘Ek Ratna’ style which means there is just one pinnacle. 


While the overall structural form is very attractive, the real beauty of this temple lies in the delicate, communica- 
tive terracotta carvings that bring alive stories from Ramayana, Mahabharata and Puranas. Since Lord Krishna is 
the main deity of the temple, many stories revolve around the life story of Krishna. Apart from the bass-reliefs 
and sculptures with stories, we can also see various floral and decorative patterns carved. Some are free-flowing 
and some geometric. These temples have arches with a unique form, these arches interact with various lines 
around them and patterns created by crisscrossed terracotta. Arches and columns give a dynamic feel to the 
temples through a play of light and shadows. 


Madan Mohan Temple. Madan Mohan 3D Carving. 
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Madan Mohan Colum Inner. Madan Mohan Column. 
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Madan Mohan Detailed Wall. Madan Mohan Entrance Look. 


Madan Mohan Framed. Madan Mohan Full. 
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Terracotta shrine We can see the ruins of the Mahaprabhu temple near the main road, in terms of style it is similar to the Keshto- 
by rai temple but largely in a dilapidated state. A few hundred meters ahead we see a mysterious square terracotta 
Chinmaye Bhave structure. It is known as Gumghar, perhaps the torture chamber for the criminals built during the Malla era. 
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Rasmancha 


Rasmancha is an important monument in the Vaishnavite tradition. Idols from various nearby temples were 
brought here and Ras carnival was celebrated. The square platform is about 24.5 meters in length and the temple 
is about 10.7 meters in height. Beautiful arches and columns in terracotta create 3 ambulatory paths around the 
sanctum sanctorum. Here we can see laterite as well as terracotta being used in unison. Lotus motifs on arches 
and hut shaped turrets. 
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Rasmancha monument. 
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Jor Mandir was built in 1726CE by Malla King Krishna Singh. 
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Jor Mandir. 


Jor Mandir. 
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by roof in the classic Chala style of Bengal architecture. 
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Terracotta carvings of Lord Krishna's life. Rich terracotta carvings. 
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Lalji Temple 


Lalji temple was built by Bir Singha II in Ekaranta style. It is built on a square raised plinth, consisting of ornamen- 
tal stucco decorations on low relief carvings. 


Lalji temple. 
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Terracotta shrine Built by Chaitanya Singha in ekaratna style. It was built in a square plan, consisting of adome-shaped shikhara 
by and stucco motifs depicting floral, geometric and depiction of the life of Puranas. 
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Radheshyam temple gate. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation and content was done by Chinmaye Bhave at IDC, IIT Bombay. 
You can get in touch with him at chinmaye.bhave[at]gmail.com 
You can write to the following address regarding suggestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 
Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 
Industrial Design Centre 
IIT Bombay 

Powai 

Mumbai 4000 076 

India 


Phone: 091-22-25767820/ 7801/ 7802 
Fax: 091-22-25767803 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 
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